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bers of Parliament, and such methods of government have
always been repugnant to the British people. Moreover,
The Times, in the course of a series of attacks on the Nationalist
party, printed a letter supposed to be written by Parnell,
implying approval of the Phoenix Park murders (§316). This
letter was afterwards proved to be a forgery, and the episode
naturally produced a reaction in his favour. The Liberal
party and their Irish allies began to hope that there would be
a majority in favour of Home Rule at the next General Election.
Then Parnell fell into disgrace by being involved in a divorce
suit; and a bitter feud arose, both in the Liberal party and
among the Irish themselves, as to whether he ought to be
allowed to continue as leader of the Nationalist party.
These dissensions checked the " swing of the pendulum,"
and the election of 1892 sent to Parliament Liberals and Con-
servatives in almost equal numbers. The effect was to give
control to the Nationalists, who held the balance between the
English parties. Their support enabled Gladstone to turn
out the Conservatives, and to form his Fourth Ministry. The
most notable member of it, after the old Premier himself, was
Sir William Harcourt, the Chancellor of the Exchequer. His
Budget of 1894 made a mark in the history of British fiscal
policy by its extension of the Death Duties—that is to say, the
duties payable on legacies. There was a great outcry against
this " robbery of the dead," but it still forms one of the most
important sources of revenue.
Gladstone now brought in a Second Home Rule Bill (1893).
This time he proposed that Ireland should be represented at
Westminster as well as in her own Parliament, so that she
might take her share in the direction of imperial affairs. It
scraped through the House of Commons, but was foredoomed
to rejection by the House of Lords, where it was thrown out
by a majority of something like ten to one. Under the shadow
of this defeat the " Grand Old Man " retired from political
life, and died some four years later. His place as Prime Minister
was taken by Lord Rosebery; but the Government was torn

